CHINESE EROTIC POEMS EVERYMAN LIBRARY Study Guide Vol. 2024, Issue 9

CHINESE EROTIC POEMS EVERYMAN
LIBRARY Study Guide

Chinese Erotic Poems Everyman Library

Chinese Erotic Poems Everyman Library: A Journey Through Sensuality and Classic
Chinese Literature

chinese erotic poems everyman library is a phrase that opens a fascinating
window

into a unigue blend of literary tradition and human intimacy. This collection, part of the
renowned Everyman Library series, o?ers readers a rare glimpse into the art of erotic
poetry from ancient China. Beyond mere titillation, these poems reveal cultural attitudes,
artistic expressions, and the subtle interplay of love, desire, and societal norms in Chinese
history. For lovers of poetry, history, or those curious about the intersection of sensuality
and literature, the Chinese Erotic Poems Everyman Library is a treasure trove worth
exploring.

The Allure of Chinese Erotic Poetry

Erotic poetry in China has a rich and complex tradition that dates back thousands of
years. Unlike Western erotic literature, which often focuses on explicit descriptions,
Chinese erotic poems frequently employ symbolism, metaphor, and delicate imagery to
convey passion and desire. This subtlety re?ects broader cultural values that cherish

restraint, artistic beauty, and the harmony between human emotions and nature.



CHINESE EROTIC POEMS EVERYMAN LIBRARY Study Guide Vol. 2024, Issue 9

Ancient Chinese poets used erotic themes to explore not only physical intimacy but also
emotional connection, spiritual unity, and the celebration of life?s pleasures. The poems
range from playful and humorous to deeply philosophical, often capturing the nuances of
romantic relationships within the social context of their time.

Historical Context and Cultural Signi?cance

Understanding the historical backdrop of these poems enhances their appreciation. Erotic
poetry ?ourished during various Chinese dynasties, notably the Tang and Song periods,
when literature and arts reached remarkable heights. During these times, poetry was not
just a pastime but a re?ned art form, integral to the education and social life of scholars
and elites.

Erotic poems served multiple purposes: they could be instructional, o?ering advice on
love and intimacy; they were often exchanged as tokens of a?ection; and sometimes they
functioned as subtle critiques of social conventions or explorations of personal freedom.
The Everyman Library edition compiles these diverse works, providing readers with
context and commentary that illuminate their meanings and signi?cance.

What the Everyman Library Edition O?ers

The Everyman Library series is well-known for its dedication to publishing classic works
with scholarly rigor and accessible translations. The Chinese Erotic Poems volume stands
out for several reasons:

Authentic Translations: The poems are rendered into English by expert
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translators who strive to maintain the original tone, rhythm, and nuances, allowing

readers to experience the poetry?s emotional depth.

Contextual Annotations: Footnotes and introductions provide historical and
2.

cultural insights, helping readers understand references and symbolism that might

otherwise be lost.

Curated Selection: The anthology includes a broad range of poems?from

3.

renowned poets to anonymous works?showcasing the diversity of voices and styles

within Chinese erotic poetry.

Elegant Presentation: True to Everyman Library?s reputation, the book?s
design is

4.

both beautiful and durable, making it a cherished addition to any literary collection.

Why This Collection Matters Today

In today?s globalized world, there is increasing interest in cross-cultural literary treasures.
Chinese erotic poems provide a unique perspective on themes of love and desire that
transcend cultural boundaries. They challenge modern readers to rethink assumptions
about sexuality, art, and the expression of intimacy.

Moreover, these poems o0?er a counterpoint to contemporary literature by emphasizing

subtlety and poetic expression over explicitness. This approach can inspire modern poets
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and writers to explore new ways of depicting human emotions.

Exploring Themes Within Chinese Erotic Poems

The poems encapsulated in the Everyman Library edition explore a wide array of themes
that resonate with readers across time and place:

Love and Longing

Many poems delve into the bittersweet nature of love, often highlighting separation,
yearning, and the ?eeting moments of togetherness. The use of natural imagery?such as
moonlight, ?2owers, and seasons?serves to mirror emotional states and deepen the
sensory experience.

Physical Desire and Sensuality

While restrained by cultural conventions, the poems do not shy away from celebrating the
pleasures of the body. Erotic metaphors, allusions to intimate acts, and playful language
invite readers into the private world of lovers without resorting to crudeness.

Spiritual and Philosophical Dimensions

Some poems transcend the physical to explore the unity of body, mind, and spirit. These
works re?ect Taoist and Confucian ideas about harmony and balance, suggesting that
erotic love is part of a greater cosmic order.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Chinese Erotic Poems

Engaging with this collection can be a rewarding experience, especially when approached

with an open mind and some background knowledge. Here are a few suggestions to
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deepen your appreciation:

Read Slowly and Re?ectively: The beauty of these poems often lies in their

subtlety. Take time to savor the imagery and think about the emotions being
conveyed.

Use Annotations: Don?t skip the footnotes and introductions?they o?er
valuable

context that enriches your understanding.

Compare Translations: If possible, explore di?erent translations to see how

3.

various translators interpret the same poem.

Consider the Historical Context: Familiarize yourself with the cultural and social
4.

norms of the periods when these poems were written.

Discuss with Others: Sharing your thoughts with fellow readers can open up
new

perspectives on the poems? meanings and relevance.
Where Chinese Erotic Poems Fit in Global Literary Traditions
Chinese erotic poetry stands alongside other world traditions of erotic literature, such as

the Indian Kama Sutra poetry, Persian love poems, and European Renaissance sonnets.
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However, its distinct style?marked by elegance, restraint, and philosophical depth?sets
it apart.

The Everyman Library?s inclusion of this anthology highlights the importance of
recognizing diverse cultural expressions of sexuality and love. It encourages readers to
appreciate how di?erent societies have grappled with universal human experiences
through art.

In?uence on Modern Literature and Art

Contemporary poets and artists often draw inspiration from classical Chinese erotic
poems. The delicate balance of emotion, nature, and sensuality found in these works has
in?uenced modern narratives about intimacy and relationships, both in literature and
visual arts.

This anthology can serve as a valuable resource for creatives seeking to incorporate
traditional motifs and poetic techniques into their own work, fostering a dialogue between
past and present.

For anyone intrigued by the intersection of culture, history, and human passion, the
Chinese Erotic Poems Everyman Library collection o?ers an enriching journey. Itis a
reminder that poetry, in all its forms, continues to be a powerful medium for exploring the
depths of the human heart.

Question

Answer
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What is 'Chinese Erotic

Poems' in the Everyman

Library series?

'‘Chinese Erotic Poems' in the Everyman Library series is a

curated collection of classical Chinese poetry that

explores themes of love, desire, and intimacy, translated

and presented with scholarly commentary.

Who translated the

'Chinese Erotic Poems' in

the Everyman Library?

The 'Chinese Erotic Poems' in the Everyman Library are

typically translated by renowned sinologists or poets

specializing in classical Chinese literature, ensuring both

accuracy and poetic quality. However, the speci?c

translator varies by edition.

What time periods do the

poems in 'Chinese Erotic

Poems' cover?

The poems in 'Chinese Erotic Poems' span various

dynastic periods, often including works from the Tang,

Song, and Ming dynasties, re?ecting the evolving cultural
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attitudes toward eroticism in Chinese literature.

Are the 'Chinese Erotic

Poems' suitable for

academic study?

Yes, the Everyman Library edition of 'Chinese Erotic

Poems' is well-suited for academic study as it includes

scholarly introductions, annotations, and contextual

information alongside the translated poems.

What themes are

commonly explored in

'Chinese Erotic Poems' from

the Everyman Library?

Common themes include romantic love, physical desire,

intimacy, beauty, longing, and the complexities of human

relationships, often expressed through rich metaphors

and traditional Chinese imagery.

How does the Everyman

Library edition handle

cultural sensitivities in

'Chinese Erotic Poems'?

Vol. 2024, Issue 9
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The Everyman Library edition approaches the material
with respect and scholarly rigor, providing cultural context
and explanations to help modern readers understand the
historical and social background of the poems.

Can 'Chinese Erotic Poems'

from Everyman Library be

considered explicit?

While the poems do address erotic themes, the content is
often poetic and metaphorical rather than explicit. The
translations aim to preserve the artistic subtlety typical of
classical Chinese literature.

Where can | purchase or

access 'Chinese Erotic

Poems' from the Everyman

Library?

'‘Chinese Erotic Poems' in the Everyman Library can be
purchased from major bookstores, online retailers such as
Amazon, or accessed through libraries that carry the
Everyman Library collection.

What makes the Everyman

Library edition of '‘Chinese

Vol. 2024, Issue 9
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Erotic Poems' unique?

Its uniqueness lies in the combination of authoritative

translations, comprehensive scholarly commentary, and

high-quality publication standards that make the

collection accessible and informative for both casual

readers and scholars.

Are there any notable poets

featured in the 'Chinese

Erotic Poems' Everyman

Library edition?

Yes, the collection often includes works by famous

classical poets such as Li Bai, Du Fu, and Li Qingzhao, who

are celebrated for their lyrical expressions of love and

desire.

Vol. 2024, Issue 9

Chinese Erotic Poems Everyman Library: A Scholarly Exploration of Intimacy and Artistry

chinese erotic poems everyman library stands as a compelling collection that

bridges

ancient cultural expressions with modern literary appreciation. This anthology, part of the

distinguished Every

Chinese erotic poetry, Everyman Library, classical Chinese poems, ancient Chinese

literature, erotic literature China, Chinese love poems, Everyman poetry collection,
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traditional Chinese eroticism, Ming dynasty poetry, Tang dynasty love poems

the everyman book of nonsense verse

The Everyman Book Of Nonsense Verse

Everyman S Li

The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li: A Delightful Journey into Whimsy
and Wordplay

the everyman book of nonsense verse everyman s li is a treasure trove for
lovers of

playful language, whimsical poetry, and delightful absurdities. This collection brings
together some of the most enchanting nonsense verses that have tickled the imagination
of readers young and old alike. If you?ve ever found joy in the quirky, the surreal, and the
downright funny, this book o?ers a perfect escape into a world where logic takes a
backseat and creativity runs wild.

What Makes The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s

Li So Special?

This anthology stands out because it curates a wide range of nonsense poetry from
various authors who have mastered the art of bending words and meanings. The
Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li isn?t just a casual collection?it?s a

carefully edited assembly that captures the spirit of nonsense verse throughout literary
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history, featuring both classic and lesser-known poets.

The Charm of Nonsense Verse

Nonsense verse occupies a unique niche in literature. Unlike traditional poetry, which
often aims to convey profound messages or emotions, nonsense verse delights in playful
absurdity. It?s about rhythm, sound, and the joy of unexpected word combinations. The
Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li showcases this beautifully, proving that
nonsense can be just as meaningful as serious poetry, if not more so.

Classic and Contemporary Voices

The collection includes works from legendary nonsense poets like Edward Lear and Lewis
Carroll, who popularized this genre with their limericks and whimsical tales. But it also
introduces readers to newer voices, keeping the tradition alive and vibrant. This mix
ensures that the book appeals to both nostalgia seekers and those discovering nonsense
verse for the ?rst time.

Diving Deeper: Themes and Styles in the Everyman Book of

Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li

One of the reasons this anthology is beloved is because it doesn?t limit itself to one style
or theme. Instead, it explores the many facets of nonsense verse, from the lighthearted to
the downright bizarre.

Rhythm and Rhyme: The Heartbeat of Nonsense

Many of the poems in The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li rely heavily

on catchy rhymes and rhythms. This musicality makes the verses memorable and fun to
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recite aloud. Whether it?s the sing-song cadence of a limerick or the unexpected twists in
meter, the book celebrates the sonic qualities that make nonsense verse so engaging.
Inventive Language and Playful Imagery

Nonsense verse often introduces made-up words or unusual combinations that challenge
the reader?s imagination. In this collection, you?ll ?nd playful language that sparks
curiosity and wonder. From whimsical creatures to impossible scenarios, the poems invite
you to view the world through a lens of creative freedom.

Humor and Wit

Perhaps the biggest draw of nonsense verse is its humor. The Everyman Book of
Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Liis ?lled with clever wordplay, puns, and jokes that bring
smiles and laughter. The humor is often subtle, encouraging readers to think a little
deeper while still enjoying a good chuckle.

Why Nonsense Verse Remains Relevant Today

In our fast-paced, information-heavy world, nonsense verse o?ers a refreshing break. The
Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li reminds us that not all literature needs
to be serious or didactic. Sometimes, the best way to engage with words is through fun
and imagination.

Encouraging Creativity and Imagination

For children and adults alike, nonsense verse stimulates creative thinking. The

unexpected turns in the poems inspire readers to play with language and ideas, making it
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a useful tool for educators and writers.

Stress Relief Through Playful Reading

Reading nonsense verse can be a delightful way to unwind. The lighthearted, often silly
nature of the poems in The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li helps reduce
stress and bring joy, proving the therapeutic power of literary play.

Exploring the Book: Tips for Enjoying The Everyman Book of
Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li

If you?re new to nonsense verse or want to deepen your appreciation, here are some tips
to get the most out of this enchanting anthology.

Read Aloud to Capture the Rhythm

Nonsense verse shines when spoken aloud. The musicality, rhymes, and playful sounds
come alive better through vocalization. Try reading the poems out loud, alone or with
friends, to fully experience their charm.

Embrace the Absurdity

Don?t worry about making sense of every line. Part of the joy is in the unexpected and
sometimes ba?ing nature of the poems. Let your imagination roam freely as you
encounter strange creatures and bizarre situations.

Explore the Historical Context

Many poems have fascinating backstories connected to their authors and time periods.
Delving into these can enhance your understanding and appreciation of the verses?

nuances and humor.
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Additional Resources and Related Works
If The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li sparks your interest, there?s a
whole world of nonsense literature to explore.

More from Edward Lear: Known as the father of nonsense poetry, Lear?s
limericks

and nonsense alphabets are timeless classics.

Lewis Carroll?s Wonderland: Dive into the surreal world of Alice?s adventures,

where nonsense and logic intertwine brilliantly.

Modern Nonsense Poets: Contemporary poets continue to experiment with
3.

nonsense verse, blending it with modern themes and styles.

Children?s Literature: Many children?s books incorporate nonsense verse to
4.

engage young readers and develop language skills.

Exploring these related works can deepen your appreciation for the genre and keep the
playful spirit alive.

The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li is more than just a book; it?s a
journey into the joyful, unpredictable world of language where imagination takes center

stage. Whether you?re a lifelong fan or a curious newcomer, this collection o?ers
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countless moments of delight and wonder that celebrate the art of nonsense in all its
splendid forms.

Question

Answer

What is "The Everyman Book of

Nonsense Verse' about?

It is a collection of humorous and whimsical poems
and verses that embrace nonsense and playful
language, appealing to readers of all ages.

Who edited 'The Everyman Book

of Nonsense Verse'?

The book was edited by J.M. Cohen, a noted translator
and editor known for his work on classic literature
collections.

When was 'The Everyman Book

of Nonsense Verse' ?rst

published?

The book was ?rst published in the early 20th

century, with editions appearing throughout the

1900s, though the exact year may vary by edition.
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What types of poems are

included in "The Everyman Book

of Nonsense Verse'?

The collection includes limericks, limerick-like verses,

nonsense poetry, humorous rhymes, and playful

literary nonsense by various authors.

Is 'The Everyman Book of

Nonsense Verse' suitable for

children?

Yes, the book is suitable for children and adults alike,

as it features lighthearted and entertaining poetry

that encourages imagination and fun with language.

Are there famous poets

featured in 'The Everyman Book

of Nonsense Verse'?

Yes, the book features works by well-known poets

such as Edward Lear, Lewis Carroll, and other classic

authors of nonsense verse.

What makes 'The Everyman

Book of Nonsense Verse' stand

out from other poetry
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collections?

Its focus on nonsense and humorous poetry,

combined with a broad selection of classic and lesser-

known verses, makes it a unique and enjoyable

anthology.

Can 'The Everyman Book of

Nonsense Verse' be used in

educational settings?

Absolutely, it can be used to teach children about

poetry, rhythm, rhyme, and creative language, as

well as to encourage a love for reading through

playful texts.

Where can | ?nd or purchase

"The Everyman Book of

Nonsense Verse'?

The book is available through major bookstores,

online retailers like Amazon, and sometimes in

libraries or secondhand bookshops.

The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li: An In-Depth Review and

Exploration

Vol. 2024, Issue 9
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the everyman book of nonsense verse everyman s |li stands as a compelling
anthology that captures the whimsical and playful spirit of nonsense poetry. This
collection, published under the reputable Everyman?s Library series, o?ers readers a
glimpse into the quirky, imaginative world of nonsense verse, featuring works from some
of the most renowned poets known for their creative use of language and humor. As a
literary compilation, it presents a unique opportunity for both casual readers and scholars
to explore the cultural and artistic signi?cance of nonsense poetry within the broader
context of English literature.

Understanding The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse

Everyman?s Li

The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li is more than just a casual
collection; it is a carefully curated anthology that traces the evolution of nonsense verse
from its early origins to more modern interpretations. This volume assembles poems that
challenge conventional linguistic norms, often employing absurdity, playful language, and
inventive rhyme schemes to engage and entertain readers of all ages. The book?s
inclusion in the Everyman?s Library series further underscores its cultural
value?Everyman?s Library is known for producing editions that preserve literary classics
with scholarly attention to detail, making this nonsense verse collection a signi?cant
archival piece.

This edition provides a comprehensive overview of nonsense verse by including seminal

works from poets such as Edward Lear, Lewis Carroll, and other notable ?gures who have
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contributed to this genre. The diversity of voices and styles found in the book ensures a
rich reading experience and highlights the versatility of nonsense poetry, which can range
from light-hearted limericks to complex linguistic puzzles.

Historical Context and Literary Importance

The evolution of nonsense verse can be traced back to the 19th century, with Edward Lear
often credited as a pioneer of the genre. His limericks and ?The Owl and the Pussycat?
remain iconic examples. Lewis Carroll?s ?Jabberwocky,? featured in many nonsense verse
anthologies including this one, showcases the use of invented words to create vivid
imagery and rhythm. The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li situates these
classic pieces alongside lesser-known works, providing historical continuity and
demonstrating how nonsense poetry has in?uenced modern literary forms.

Nonsense verse often serves a dual purpose: to amuse and to provoke thought. By
subverting linguistic and narrative expectations, this genre encourages readers to
reconsider the relationship between language and meaning. This anthology?s role in
preserving such literary experiments is invaluable, especially in an era where digital
distractions often overshadow literary exploration.

Features of The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li

What sets this edition apart is its editorial rigor and the thoughtful presentation of poems.
The book typically includes:

Curated Selection: A wide range of poems from di?erent periods, balancing



CHINESE EROTIC POEMS EVERYMAN LIBRARY Study Guide Vol. 2024, Issue 9

popular favorites with obscure gems.

Annotations and Introductions: Contextual notes that provide insight into the
2.

poems? backgrounds, authors, and linguistic nuances.

Quality Binding and Typography: Consistent with Everyman?s Library
standards,

the book boasts durable construction and readable fonts that enhance the reading
experience.

lllustrations: Some editions may feature classic illustrations that complement
the

whimsy of the poems.

These features make the book accessible not only for literary scholars but also for
educators and general enthusiasts of poetry, fostering an appreciation for the playful side
of literature.

Comparative Analysis with Other Nonsense Verse Collections

In comparison to other nonsense verse compilations, The Everyman Book of Nonsense
Verse Everyman?s Li distinguishes itself through its scholarly approach and
comprehensiveness. While some collections focus exclusively on Edward Lear or Lewis

Carroll, this volume casts a wider net, incorporating a variety of authors and styles.
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Additionally, the Everyman?s Library imprint ensures a level of editorial quality and
historical authenticity that may be absent in more commercial or children?s editions.

For example, compared to ?The Oxford Book of Children?s Verse,? which includes
nonsense poetry but also a broad spectrum of children?s literature, this book is more
specialized and exhaustive in its treatment of nonsense verse. Similarly, modern
anthologies aimed at casual readers might prioritize accessibility over depth, whereas The
Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li balances enjoyment with intellectual
engagement.

Pros and Cons of The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse
Everyman?s Li

Analyzing the strengths and potential drawbacks of this anthology provides a well-
rounded perspective for prospective readers.

Pros

Comprehensive Coverage: The inclusion of a broad range of poets and styles

enriches the reader?s understanding of nonsense verse.

Scholarly Apparatus: Annotations and introductions o?er valuable context
which

enhances appreciation and study.

High-Quality Production: Durable binding and elegant design make it a lasting
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addition to any library.

Appeals to Multiple Audiences: Suitable for poetry lovers, educators, students,
4.

and literary historians.

Cons

Density of Content: The scholarly nature may be overwhelming for readers

seeking purely light entertainment.

Limited Visual Appeal: Some editions lack extensive illustrations, which might
be

expected in nonsense verse collections aimed at children.

Price Point: Being part of Everyman?s Library, the book may be priced higher
than

mass-market poetry collections, potentially limiting accessibility.

The Role of Nonsense Verse in Contemporary Literature

The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li also invites re?ection on the
ongoing relevance of nonsense poetry in today?s literary landscape. Nonsense verse, with

its inventive use of language and subversion of meaning, continues to inspire
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contemporary poets and writers who seek to challenge traditional narrative forms and
linguistic boundaries. Its in?uence extends beyond poetry into other creative disciplines
such as music, theater, and digital media.

Moreover, nonsense verse can serve educational purposes by encouraging linguistic
creativity and critical thinking skills in children and adults alike. The anthology?s
availability in a respected series like Everyman?s Library ensures that these works remain
accessible for future generations to explore and reinterpret.

The enduring charm of nonsense verse lies in its ability to evoke joy, curiosity, and
wonder through language play. The Everyman Book of Nonsense Verse Everyman?s Li
captures this essence, making it a valuable resource for anyone interested in the lighter,
yet intellectually rich, side of poetry.

nonsense poetry, Edward Lear, humorous verse, children's literature, limericks, whimsical

poems, classic nonsense, playful rhymes, quirky stories, Everyman?s Library

Read the full article online: The Everyman Book Of Nonsense Verse
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